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HOWDY!!! 
WELCOME CLASS OF 2028

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE & LIFE SCIENCES (COALS)

DEPARTMENT OF BIOCHEMISTRY & BIOPHYSICS (BCBP)

Two Undergraduate Majors:

• BIOCHEMISTRY (BICH)

• GENETICS (GENE)







BIOCHEMISTRY & GENETICS ADVISING – 
KLEBERG ADVISING HUB – KLCT 109/114

PROGRAM COORDINATOR:
• Kaitlyn McGaff – bcbp-ug@ag.tamu.edu  

ASSOCIATE DEPARTMENT HEAD:
• Dr. Tim Devarenne – 

timothy.devarenne@ag.tamu.edu 

UNDERGRADUATE OFFICE:
• Email – bcbp-ug@ag.tamu.edu

mailto:biobiougradadv@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:timothy.devarenne@ag.tamu.edu
mailto:biobiougradadv@tamu.edu


CREATING NEW 
KNOWLEDGE 
Not only an opportunity, but a 
REQUIREMENT to get involved in 
research

• BICH 491 or GENE 491 is required for 
graduation

• Many research topics are under active 
investigation

• Many undergraduates earn co-
authorship on publications



WHAT BICH & GENE GRADUATES DO:
Medical School

Texas A&M

Texas Tech

Baylor College of Medicine

UT Southwestern

UT San Antonio

UT Medical Branch

Galveston (MD/PhD)

UT Houston

Texas College of Osteopathic Medicine

Mayo Clinic (MD/PhD)

Indiana University (MD/PhD)

Columbia University (MD/PhD)

University of Iowa (MD/PhD)

Other Health Sciences

Texas A&M Vet School

University of Illinois Vet School

Texas Tech Physician Assistant 
Program

University of Houston Optometry 
School

UT Houston Dental School

Employment

Kalon Biotherapeutics

Saint Arnold Brewing Company

M-BioLabs, Inc.

UT Houston Medical School

Texas A&M University

Fuji Film

Graduate School

Texas A&M

Duke University

University of Pennsylvania

University of Illinois

UT Southwestern

Harvard University

UC Berkeley

UT Houston Genetic Counseling 
Program

UNT Forensic Sciences

Other

Teach for America

United States Army / Navy / Marine 
Corps



THE KEY TO SUCCESS IN COLLEGE…

GO TO CLASS!!!



GET INVOLVED 

• Biochemistry & Genetics Society (BGS)

• Bioethics Forum

• Information at MSC Open House

• Become an Officer – show leadership



WHAT DO 
YOU SEE??





YOUR ACADEMIC RECORD

• Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)

• Your academic record is private

• YOU are the ONLY person with whom we can discuss your 
academic record

• Your college experience is up to YOU!



ACADEMIC PROBATION – STUDENT RULE 12.1

• A student is scholastically deficient when:

• 1.1 His or her semester grade point ratio is less than 2.00; or

• 1.2 His or her cumulative grade point ratio is less than 2.00; or

• 1.3 The cumulative grade point ratio in his or her major field of study is 
below a 2.00; or

• 1.4 He or she is not meeting college and/or major course of study grade 
point requirements.



BCBP DEPARTMENT ACADEMIC 
PROBATION POLICY

Overall GPA below 2.25 - 

Semester GPA below 2.00 for two consecutive semesters

Consequences

• Hold placed on your account until you see Khara, Poppy or 
David

• Develop a formal plan for improvement or change of major



ACADEMIC PROBATION – HELP OPTIONS
• Academic Success Center - https://asc.tamu.edu/

• Student Counseling Services - https://caps.tamu.edu/ 

• Student Disability Services - https://disability.tamu.edu/ 

• Writing Center - https://writingcenter.tamu.edu/ 

• Veteran Resource and Support Center –

 https://aggieveterans.tamu.edu/ 

https://asc.tamu.edu/
https://caps.tamu.edu/
https://disability.tamu.edu/
https://writingcenter.tamu.edu/
https://aggieveterans.tamu.edu/


STUDY 
TIP!!!!

Tutoring at the 
collegiate level is 

supplemental!
NOT 

Remedial



SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

• Recipients of certain scholarships must register for and 
complete 30 credit hours within the academic year (Fall, 
Spring and Summer) in order for the scholarship to be 
renewed. 

• This is in addition to other GPR and completion rate rules. 
These hours can be earned via transfer credit, dual credit, or 
AP/IB testing.

For more information visit:

https://scholarships.tamu.edu/

https://scholarships.tamu.edu/


AP, SAT II & IB CREDIT – 

• AP, SAT II and/or IB credit is offered to any student who has 
the minimum score set by Texas A&M

• Students can choose whether to accept credit

• Meet with Khara or David before accepting credit

• Credit can be accepted under My Record in Howdy
 (This can be done anytime before graduation, but it cannot be revoked.)

For more information visit:

https://testing.tamu.edu/AP-IB-Credit

https://testing.tamu.edu/AP-IB-Credit


TYPICAL FRESHMAN SCHEDULE

BICH/GENE 101      (1)
AGLS 125       (0)
CHEM 119       (4)
MATH 150 or 151 or 171     (4)
Core course or BIOL 111 or elective*   (3-6)
TOTAL……………………………………………   (12-15)

*ENGL 104 (3)
• All BICH/GENE Freshmen are expected to enroll in a MATH and 

CHEM course regardless of AP/IB/Dual Credit.    
 



REGISTRATION TIPS

• Check for Holds – Make sure they do not affect registration

• Lab Safety Agreements

• Location Updates

• Terms of Use



USE AGGIE 
SCHEDULE 
BUILDER



AGGIE 
SCHEDULE 
BUILDER



AGGIE SCHEDULE BUILDER



AGGIE SCHEDULE BUILDER



COURSE INFORMATION



COURSE INFORMATION 



COURSE INFORMATION



CORE.TAMU.EDU



CONTACT US FOLLOW US
@Texas A&M University 
Department of Biochemistry & 
Biophysics

@TAMUBCBP

(979) 458-1136

Bcbp-ug@ag.tamu.edu

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY

Biochemistry & 
Biophysics

Biochemsitry/Biophysics (Bio-Bio)
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