
University Studies – Global 
Arts, Planning, Design, & 
Construction
College of Architecture



Day 2 Logistics and Details



Schedule for the Day
Time Session Audience Location
8:00 a.m.-8:30 a.m. Check In Students HECC 207
8:30 a.m.-9:15 a.m. Dean's Welcome for 

Parents and Students
Students, Parents, 
and Guests

HECC 207

9:15 a.m.-10:15 a.m. Dean’s Presentation with 
Families

Parents and Guests HECC 207

9:15 a.m.-11:30 a.m. USAR Presentation Students Langford A217
11:30 a.m.-11:45 a.m. Break Students Langford A217
12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m. Registration Students Langford A217
*Lunch is on your own and will follow Registration



WHERE AM I DINING DURING NSC?
Scan the QR CODE for the full dining guide 
or visit tx.ag/NSCDining

Dining Locations Near Us: 
Option 1  |  Option 2 | Option 3



FERPA



Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

• FERPA rights reside with the student. Detailed information is 
provided in an annual notice (sent via email), the University 
Catalog, and on the Aggie One Stop website.
• Student rights include:
• The right to inspect and review, with certain limited exceptions, your 

education record
• The right to seek amendment of your education record when the records 

are inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of FERPA
• The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information
• The right to file a complaint with the Department of Education 

concerning alleged failure by the university to comply with FERPA 
requirements.

(FERPA)



Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

• Outside of information designated by Texas A&M as directory 
information, school officials can disclose your student education 
information only with your prior, written consent or utilizing an 
appropriate FERPA exception to written consent.
• Family Members: The best practice is for your student and you to 

have an ongoing conversation about their progress in their 
courses, including any grades. However, your student is able to 
grant you access to their grades through Howdy.

(FERPA)



Student Rules
• Each student has the responsibility to be fully acquainted with 

and to comply with the Texas A&M University Student Rules
• tx.ag/StudentRules

https://tx.ag/studentrules
https://tx.ag/studentrules
https://tx.ag/studentrules
https://tx.ag/studentrules


Who to Contact When
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University Studies Architecture – 
Global Arts, Planning, Design & 
Construction (USAR-GPD)?
What is it?



USAR – GPD Curriculum
College of Architecture Concentration
In the Global Arts, Planning, Design & 
Construction Concentration, students can learn 
about:
§ architectural design and history
§ construction
§ landscape architecture 
§ urban and regional planning
Your Concentration courses provide you with a 
broad base understanding of the built 
environment.
Minors 
The combination of minors you choose is up to 
you and your desired career path. 
Ø The only restriction with minors is that at least one minor 

must be outside the College of Architecture (both can be 
outside of CARC).

USAR Degree Plan Breakdown

Component Hours

Concentration Courses (including study abroad) 25

Minor #1 15-18

Minor #2 15-18

Electives & Prerequisite Courses 17-26

TAMU University Core Curriculum Courses 42

TOTAL HOURS 120







Minors
Texas A&M University offers a wide variety of minors – some of 
the most popular are:

vBusiness
vLeadership in the Design and Construction Professions
vArchitectural Fabrication
vArt and Architectural History
vCommunication
vHorticulture
vUrban Planning

One of the minors MUST be outside the College of Architecture
https://registrar.tamu.edu/Registrar/media/REGI_SpecPDFDocs/UniversityApprovedMinors.
pdf

https://registrar.tamu.edu/Registrar/media/REGI_SpecPDFDocs/UniversityApprovedMinors.pdf
https://registrar.tamu.edu/Registrar/media/REGI_SpecPDFDocs/UniversityApprovedMinors.pdf
https://registrar.tamu.edu/Registrar/media/REGI_SpecPDFDocs/UniversityApprovedMinors.pdf
https://registrar.tamu.edu/Registrar/media/REGI_SpecPDFDocs/UniversityApprovedMinors.pdf


Common Minor Combinations
• For those who wish to become an Land Developer:

• Agriculture Economics
• Business
• Communication
• Urban & Regional Planning
• Geographic Information Systems

• For those who wish to become an Architect*:
• Fabrication & Product Design
• Art & Architectural History
• Urban & Regional Planning
• Business
*to become a licensed Architect, students must attend graduate school

• For those who wish to become an Urban Planner:
• Business
• Communication
• Urban & Regional Planning
• Geographic Information Systems

• For those who wish to become a Landscape 
Architect*:
• Urban & Regional Planning
• Horticulture
• Environmental Soil Science
• Rangeland Ecology and Management
*to become a licensed Landscape Architect, student must attend graduate school

• For those who wish to become a Construction 
Project Manager:
• Business
• Urban Planning
• Communication
• Leadership in Design and Construction
• Facility Management
• Occupational Health and Safety



Study Abroad Requirement
USAR-GPD students are required to participate in 
a faculty-led study abroad program.
Students are only required to go abroad for 1 
summer session.
Students must take CARC 481 in the Fall before 
they study abroad
Locations have included:

ØBarcelona, Spain
ØBonn, Germany
ØLondon, UK
ØTaiwan/China

Currently, 5-week study abroad programs cost from $13,000 
to $16,000 depending on the program and the location. Start 
budgeting for the program early!



Graduates of USAR-GPD
Graduates can pursue careers in 
architecture, planning, design and 
construction related fields such as:

v Construction
v Urban Planning
v Graphic Design
v Surveying and Mapping
v Land Development
v Real Estate

Graduates are also prepared to enter 
graduate school to obtain a professional 
degree in the fields of:
v Architecture
v Landscape Architecture
v Urban Planning
v Construction Management
v Land & Property Development



Academic Understanding
v College of Architecture is a NO PROBATION college

§ A student’s overall GPA cannot fall below a 2.0
§ Students cannot have two consecutive semesters with a 

semester GPA below a 2.0
v Per Student Rule 61.2.3, students are required to check their TAMU email 

address on a frequent basis
§ It is recommended you check your email at least once per 

day
v Keep your local and permanent address and phone number updated
v You are REQUIRED to study abroad

http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule61/
http://student-rules.tamu.edu/rule61/


Major Changes



Major Changes
• If plan on changing your major you need to do the following as 

soon as possible
• Meet with your CURRENT Academic Advisor
• Find out the requirements for the major you want to change into

• Google= “TAMU” + “Major you want” + “Advising”
• Meet with an advisor for the major you want to change into
• Meet with Transition Academic Programs (TAP) to discuss procedures 

for changing into General Studies



Major Changes
• Depending on your circumstances you may do one of the 

following: 
• Complete the Fish Form to move into General Studies
• Complete the TAP Application to move into General Studies
• Complete the Change of Major Application in the Howdy Portal

• Each method has different deadlines. Make sure you are aware 
of them
• You will need to move forward in your current degree as long 

as you stay in it. Moving into General Studies will allow you to 
move forward in another degree (to a limited extent)



Advising Expectations



Expectations- What do we do as your advisors?
•We help you develop a plan to reach your career goal
•We work with you to help you stay on track
•We work with you to ensure that you are able to make 

informed choices
•We assist with Q-drops/withdrawals
• Meet with us if you need to do either

•We assist in finding resources on campus
•We do what we can to help you get where you want to 

go



Expectations- What should you do as a student?
• GO TO CLASS!
• Plan in advance. Failure to plan will put yourself at a 

disadvantage that we as advisors may not be able to 
mitigate
• If you need help, get help! The sooner, the better
• You can always meet with me to discuss your problem and issues 

and I can help you find campus resources
• Keep track of your progress, your degree requirements, 

and your minor requirements
• These tend to be different for every student
• ASK QUESTIONS!



Expectations- How do you communicate with us?
• Email
• More in the next slide

• Appointment
• Appointments can be scheduled via the Navigate system at 

Howdy.tamu.edu
• Plan ahead!

• Show up!



Emailing Etiquette
• I need to know WHO is emailing me
• Include your name and UIN

• I need to know WHY you are emailing
• Include a detailed description of what you need or your 

situation
• Include course names, sections, CRNs, details, anything I might 

need to know to assist



Emailing Etiquette
• Check your resources first, especially during peak times 

(Ex. Transfer Course Equivalency, catalog.tamu.edu, 
Howdy, THE REGISTRATION GUIDE)
• Allow 1-2 business days for a response
• Read our entire response before replying

• Remember to follow-up if needed
• Email is NOT a replacement for an appointment



How to create an email signature
• Go to Howdy →  Email → Settings → View all settings

• Scroll down to Signature → Create New Signature
• Add your FIRST & LAST name

• Add your UIN 

• Add your TAMU email

• Scroll down → Save Changes

Please take a picture of this and create your signature by the end 
of the day



When to Meet With Us
• To talk about next semester’s courses
• About 2-6 weeks before Pre-Registration starts

• The sooner the better
• For Fall- Mid September to mid October
• For Spring- Mid February to mid March

• When you encounter an issue or problem
• Send me an email and if we need to meet you can schedule an 

appointment via Navigate as soon as possible
• Keep in mind that it might be tricky to get an appointment during busy times

• This is why it’s important to email first



Helpful Tips
• Go to Class!
• Keep your grades up!
• College of Architecture is a no probation college
• If your cumulative GPA drops below a 2.0, you will be dismissed 

from the College
• Check your email!
• Yes, this means read your email
• We have seen students not graduate because they couldn’t be 

bothered to check their email
• Don’t be that person!



Helpful Tips
• Plan!
• Write down important dates and deadlines
• Schedule to meet with your advisor BEFORE registration starts
• Start saving for your study abroad program
• Always have a Plan B and C. You know what, throw in a plan D… just 

in case.



Helpful Tips
These websites are your friends
• howdy.tamu.edu

• Your transcript, the course catalog, your schedule, financial aid, holds, important 
info, etc

• registrar.tamu.edu
• Important information, important dates, important forms

• studyhub.tamu.edu and mlc.tamu.edu
• Need help with a course (at no additional cost to you)? Check here

• arch.tamu.edu
• Important information, important dates, important forms- all specific to the 

College of Architecture



College & University 
Resources



College Resources
• Print Center- Langford A 1st Floor
• Large format printing, multiple paper types, equipment rental

• Maker’s Space- Langford B 1st Floor
• Laser cutters and 3D printers

• Wood Shop- ILSQ (on West Campus) 1st Floor
• Laser cutters, 3D printers, wood fabrication tools

• Automated Fabrication & Design Lab- RELLIS
• About everything

• Food Pantry- 2nd Floor Langford, Suite 202



University Resources
• Career Center
• LinkedIn Learning
• Academic Success Center
• Counseling & Mental Health Care
• University Health Services Medical Clinic
• Study Hub
• Math Learning Center
• Student Legal Services



Course Registration



Course Registration
• You can find your Registration timeslot in the Howdy Portal

• General Registration Times
• https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-

information/undergraduate-registration-schedules 

• You will use your Degree Plan Spreadsheet to assist you when registering

• In future semesters Refer to the Registration Guide first when you have 
questions (This is released before pre-registration each semester)

• In future semesters, Pre-Registration is when you should register!

• Clear all holds and complete the Terms of Use, Location Verification, and 
the Lab Safety Acknowledgement

https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-information/undergraduate-registration-schedules
https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-information/undergraduate-registration-schedules
https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-information/undergraduate-registration-schedules
https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-information/undergraduate-registration-schedules
https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-information/undergraduate-registration-schedules
https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-information/undergraduate-registration-schedules
https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-information/undergraduate-registration-schedules
https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-information/undergraduate-registration-schedules
https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-information/undergraduate-registration-schedules
https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-information/undergraduate-registration-schedules
https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-information/undergraduate-registration-schedules
https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-information/undergraduate-registration-schedules
https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-information/undergraduate-registration-schedules
https://aggie.tamu.edu/registration-and-records/classes/registration-information/undergraduate-registration-schedules


Course Registration

This is where you find 
Holds, Terms of Use, 
Location Verification, 

and the Lab Safety 
Acknowledgement

in the Howdy Portal



Course Registration

Action Items

Registration Times



Registration-Things to Remember
• If you plan on studying abroad Summer 2027 or before then 

you need to take CARC 481-503 in Fall 2026

• You need 2 Minors to graduate

• You need 2 Writing Intensive courses to graduate

• You need 36 hours of Upper-Level Courses to graduate

• Advisors are very busy during Registration and the start of the 
semester
• Plan and schedule ahead!



Registration- Writing Intensive Courses
• You need a total of 2 Writing Intensive Courses

• ALED 340 is one of your Writing Intensive Courses
• Check the sections. Only a few sections are open to USAR students

• URPN 202, CARC 101, or COSC 222* are your options for your 
second writing intensive courses
• URPN 202-9xx is only offered in the Spring for USAR students
*COSC 222 is being discontinued and will no longer be offered in Fall 2027.



Course Numbers

Section Numbers and What They Mean:
200s: HONORS courses
500s: Regular courses
598/ 599/ 700: Distance Ed., Web Based, or Hybrid
800s: Mostly Hybrid – Half online, half in class 
900s: Writing Intensive *Exception: KINE 120*
M00s: McAllen courses. You can’t take them. Pretend they don’t exist

ARCH 105 500 12345
Course Abbreviation Course Number Course Section 

Number
Course Reference 

Number (CRN)
Which department 
does this course 
belong to?

Same abbreviation? 
Same Course 
Number? Will give the 
same credit and 
learning objectives.

Logistics: Location, 
Time, Days the course 
meets, Professor

Can be used to look up 
and register for 
classes. Needed to 
email registration 
questions to advisors.



Click Here to get to toggle 
semester



Click Here to get to toggle 
closed courses



Click Here to get to toggle 
type of instruction



Click Here to get to toggle 
sessions (mini-mesters)



Course Restrictions and Course Prerequisites
• Course Restrictions
• These restrict registration to a particular group of students

• The most common restrictions are class based and major based

• You must be a Junior or higher to take FINC 409

• You must be in Construction Science to take COSC 353

• Course Prerequisites
• You must have certain courses or test scores to take a course

• You need ARCH 216 to take  ARCH 317



Click Here to 
get to See 

Section Info



Click Here to 
get to see 

course 
information



Section 
Prerequisites

Section Restriction

How much a 700 
section will cost



EAB NAVIGATE Student 
Appointment Training



DownloadNavigateStudentapp

Schedule and track appointments in the
app!

Download today! Win
Prizes!

Search Navigate
Student
in the app stores

Select Texas
A&M - College
Station

Log in using your
NetID and
password

Click to schedule

Visit Howdy

Go to My Record tab

Click: Navigate – Schedule Advising Appointments

Select:

Select:
Type Appt. - Advising Texas A&M University 
College/Reason – AR – College of Architecture, 
Office of Student Services

Choose:
Reason for Appointment – ex. AR – General 
Advising
Location by major – ex. AR – see Additional 
Details

Appointment Day & 
Time Review 
Appointment Details

Don’t forget to click

 detailed instructions to follow on next slide

College of Architecture
Navigate – 2 easy ways to schedule

https://howdy.tamu.edu/
https://howdy.tamu.edu/


College of Architecture
Navigate – 2 easy ways to schedule

Navigate



Step Two: Student selects the Type of Appointment, the College or 
Office, and Reason for Appointment



Step Two: Student selects the Type of Appointment, the College or 
Office, and Reason for Appointment



Step Three: Student chooses a date for the appointment
and clicks Find Available time



Step Four: Student picks a date and time for appointment



Step Four: Student picks a date and time for appointment

If the date you chose doesn’t
have a good time for you the
calendar shows dates with dots
underneath for available
appointments.



Always make sure to check the details box for 
information from your advisor.

Don’t forget to click Schedule, if you don’t 
your appointment isn’t confirmed!

Please use this comment box to 
explain what you would like to discuss 
in your appointment.

Step Five: Student reviews & confirms appointment



Step Six: Student receives appointment confirmation



Thanks & Gig ’em!
Contact Us

471 Houston St.

979.845.5826

979.256.1311

nsfp@tamu.edu

Follow Us
@tamu_studentlife

@tamufamilies

/AggieParentandFamily

@tamustudentlife


