
Howdy! 
Please check in using your TAMU email account:



Department of Biology
New Student Conference – Freshman Student Meeting
Majors: B.A. & B.S. BIOL, B.S. BMCB, B.S. MBIO, B.S. NRSC-MCB, B.S. ZOOL 



Meet your Advisors!
• Christine Farris  ‘92 – Assistant Director, Life Sciences

• Vanessa Nordell  ‘97 – Advising Manager

• Crystal Wager – Administrative Assistant

• Alisia Rodriguez ‘19 – Academic Advisor II

• Frances Venditte – Academic Advisor II

• Kaisey Coco ’13 – Academic Advisor II

• Leo Salazar ’24 – Academic Advisor I

• Natalie Aquino-Sisk – Academic Advisor I

Academic Building 103
979-845-3116

advising@bio.tamu.edu



Today’s Meeting Agenda
• Degree Plans and Requirements, Common Body of Knowledge (CBK)

• Prior Credit and STEM Prep

• Research and Honors

• Canvas community

• SPLC

• ASC

• Hullabaloo U (First Year Experience)

• First Generation

• Aggie TEACH

• Registration/Aggie Schedule Builder

• Closing Announcements

• Q&A—Please save your questions for the end. ☺



Degree Plans and Requirements



Common Body of Knowledge (CBK)
• CBK courses (indicated by bold face and ** on the degree plans)

• First Year: Introductory Biology:  BIOL 111 & BIOL 112 (Grade of “C” or better in each course is 
required)

• Second Year: Biology: BIOL 213 & BIOL 214 
(Neuroscience-MCB majors take NRSC/VIBS 277 or PBSI 235 instead of BIOL 214)

• First Year: Introductory Chemistry: CHEM 119 & CHEM 120

• Second Year: Organic Chemistry:  CHEM 257 & CHEM 258

• Calculus: MATH 147 (required) & either MATH 148, STAT 201, or equivalents

These foundational courses must be completed before your 5th full semester at Texas A&M.

• Failure to comply will result in:

• A Registration Hold being placed on the student’s account.

• 3 Strikes Policy: Failure to comply for 3 semesters will result in mandatory change-of-major out of 
the department.



Prior Credit & STEM Prep



Transfer Credit & Credit by Exam
• Transfer coursework/AP & IB credit 

evaluation and applicability

• Credit by Examination

⮚ AP, IB, SAT II and DANTES score chart 

available at testing.tamu.edu/credits

• CLEP Testing

⮚ Contact Testing Services at 979-845-

0532 or check testing.tamu.edu

• Foreign Language Placement Tests

⮚ newaggie.tamu.edu

https://testing.tamu.edu/credits
https://testing.tamu.edu/
https://newaggie.tamu.edu/
https://newaggie.tamu.edu/


Research & Honors
Discover something! Be the First

Concepts learned in the classroom
Expand and 

Apply

Technical, Critical Thinking, and CommunicationGain Skills

Work closely with faculty and other researchers who can provide 
career advice and strong letters of recommendation 

Network

Research can be incorporated into your degree plan 
Degree 
Credit

Want more 
information? Contact: 

Dr. Kathy Ryan

Biology 
Undergraduate 

Research Coordinator

kryan@bio.tamu.edu

Biology 
Undergraduate 
Research Page:



Canvas Community

• You will soon be added to the 

BIOL Undergraduate Advising 

Community on Canvas

• Bi-Weekly Updates

• Important Announcements (fun 

events, etc.)

• General advising information



Science Peer Learning Center (SPLC)
• The SPLC is staffed by your peers: 

students who have demonstrated 
success in science courses.

• Subjects: BICH, BIOL, CHEM, GENE, 
MATH, PBSI, PHYS, STAT

Schedule: 

Butler Hall 009

Mon-Thurs 9AM-6PM; Fri 9AM-4PM
Come-and-Go Tutoring 

ZOOM available



Academic Success Center (ASC)

Services Offered

• Supplemental Instruction

• ASC Tutoring

• Success Coaching

• StudyHub.tamu.edu

Supplemental Instruction

❖ Peer-led Group Study Sessions

❖ 2-3 Sessions per week

❖ Offered in 1st & 2nd year Courses per request of Instructors

ASC Tutoring

❖ Science, Engineering, Business Courses

❖ Drop-In Tutoring @ Evans – Whitley Suite

❖ Tutoring by Appointments (1-on-1 OR Small Group Tutoring)



Academic Success Center

2nd Floor of the Pavilion

Suite 207

asc.tamu.edu

979-458-4900



Are you a First Generation 
student?

The ArtSci Undergraduate Student Success (UGSS) 
team is here for you!

ACAD 107

Student Success Resources | F2F 

What is “First Generation”?
● Classified as neither parent having earned a 

bachelor's degree
● Parent(s) may have completed a degree non-

traditionally later in life or obtained a degree 
internationally

Why F2F?
● Community, support, leadership opportunities, 

workshops, resources to succeed, networking, 
service events, and so much more!





Hullabaloo U (First Year Experience)
• ALL students will enroll in a Hullabaloo U course (BIOL 

100*) their first semester
➢ *If you are in a cohort ( such as Terry Scholars, Century Scholars, Corps of Cadets, 

Faction, GTF, Sustainability), you will enroll in a Hullabaloo U course associated with 

that cohort instead of BIOL 100. Ex: SOMS 111)

• Freshman BIOL 100 section options**:

First Generation Students Non-First Generation Students

502, 504, 505, 507, 512, 520 ANY OTHER SECTION (excluding 529)

**If you self-identified as First Generation on your admissions application, we have noted this on your paper degree plan, and y ou 

may enroll in a First Generation section of BIOL 100. Otherwise, please enroll in a Non-First Generation section.



Registration



Registration
Registration HOLDS = (ex: bacterial meningitis, TSI compliance, tuition rate selection. Online orientation completion). 
~Check Registration Readiness items in My Dashboard.

Registration Readiness = Accept terms of use and confirm location.

Field of study restriction = majors-only section.  CHEM 119 and PBSI 107 common

Honors restriction = take only if admitted to Honors program or if minimum requirements are met.  HNR is in the title of the course.  
Section numbers usually start with a 2 (ex: CHEM 119-201)

Student Attribute error/Prerequisite & Test Score error = Accept Lab Safety Acknowledgement for any lab course 
(repeat each semester) 
~Accept AP credits if it is a prerequisite for your desired course (ex: MATH 151 credit to enroll in MATH 148 or MATH 152). 

Some classes fill up quickly.  Core curriculum classes are generally flexible and may be taken in any semester. 



Closing Announcements
Make sure that you have: 

• NetID and Password

• Checked Holds

• Completed 

Registration Action 

Items (Terms of Use, 

Lab Safety 

Acknowledgement, 

Location Update)

• Selected your Tuition 

Rate Code

You may work on Aggie 

Schedule Builder prior to 

your start time. However, 

registration will begin 

promptly at 12:00 PM in 

the Student Computing 

Center (2nd floor).

Breathe. We will be there 

to assist during 

registration, and we will 

do our best to ensure you 

are set up for success. 

Check out procedure:

Once you are registered, raise 

your hand and an advisor will 

check your schedule. You will 

be given one of the following 

passes:

Good to go: GREEN pass

Incomplete: ORANGE pass

Not registered: RED pass

Once you receive your pass 

from an advisor, proceed to 

check out with the advisor at the 

door. 



Q&A until 11:15 a.m.
Please form single lines in front of any advisor and have your questions 

ready. 
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