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Today’s Agenda

1
Defining Economics 

What can you do with an Economics 

degree?

2
Careers in Economics 

What can you expect when 

joining our department? 

3
Academic Planning

What are the details of your A&M Economics 

degree and what will you take in the Fall?



You’re an Economics Major-
Now What?



The College Experience

What do I want to 

do?

Where can I go for 

help?

How can I be 

successful?

Get Involved!

Interact!

Check your TAMU E-

Mail!

Black arrow

Black arrow

Inside the classroom



Student Responsibility: Texas A&M EMAIL

OFFICIAL 

COMMUNICATION

• E-mail is the ONE and 

ONLY form of 

communication with 

you. NOT: text, Instagram, 

Tik-Tok, etc.

• Use Texas A&M email 

account only; personal 

accounts are not used for 

academic information.

• Every email must include 

your full name and UIN

EMAIL MANAGEMENT

• Learn now how to manage 

your inbox efficiently:

• READ Important Emails 

and take necessary action

• File or Delete E-Mails that 

are NOT Important

• Understand who is 

important: Professors, 

Advisors, Department 

Leadership, etc.

REMINDERS

• It is the student's 

responsibility to check 

their inbox routinely; 

missed emails are not a 

valid excuse for missing 

university deadlines.

• E-mail does not stop 

because you are on a 

break…

• Allow 24 – 48 hours 

(excluding 

weekends/holidays) for a 

response



YOU Dictate YOUR College Experience

I want to do a 4+1 

program in another 

college at A&M

That’s great! Utilize 
that college’s website 

to research what is 
required. Email them.

I want to further my 

studies at another 

institution.

Awesome! Contact 
their Admissions 

Office to see what 
you need to do.

Economics Faculty, 

Staff and Advisors 

can help with 

Economics related 

questions. 

However, we do not 

do all the work FOR 

you.



Build Your Resume
InternshipsResearch programs3+2 ProgramsECONBush SchoolStudent OrganizationsBe a leaderStudy AbroadStudent WorkerPart-time employmentVolunteer

• Internships
• Research programs
• 3+2 Programs

• ECON
• Bush School

• Student Organizations
• Be a leader

• Study Abroad
• Student Worker
• Part-time employment
• Volunteer

YOU have the TIME

YOU have the TIME



“Attitude with Aptitude”

“Attitude with Aptitude”

• We are looking for 
students with 
experiences

BUT

• We want them to be 
personable and not 
looking at their feet or 
their phone all the time

Renee Pirrong '10

Renee currently serves as Vice President of Business

Development at HIF Global, a clean fuels development

company, following a career largely focused on U.S.

LNG project development, where she led corporate

strategy and research initiatives.



Interact: Career Fairs



Interact: Career Fairs Continued

Interact: Career Fairs Continued



Valuable Experiences From Current Students

STUDENT ORGS

• Weekly meetings 

with my org

• Joining a women’s 

org

• Meeting so many 

new people

• Winning a big 

sports competition 

with an org

RELATIONSHIPS

• Letting go of people 

who were toxic, 

even though it was 

a long-term 

relationship

• Scared I’m not 

doing enough to 

utilize the programs 

and opportunities 

provided by A&M

AGGIE 

• Getting to become 

an Aggie

• Learning about 

Texas A&M 

traditions



Success Tips from Current Students

GO TO CLASS 

• A&M is a dramatic and overwhelming switch in environments...How do I effectively cater studying for exams to myself?

• Professors don’t do exam reviews - still unsure about how to prepare for exams…

PUT YOUR DEVICES AWAY

• The overall pace is much faster and the heavier workload is expected to be managed at such a high rate.

• Classes are more challenging than my previous institution...maintaining good grades & staying connected in classes [is hard].

FORM STUDY GROUPS

• I study hard but do not get the results I desire - exams were harder and take longer to study for.

• The workload is bigger and courses are tougher – classes here demand more than what I was prepared for.

GO TO OFFICE HOURS

• A&M is a lot harder – math can be overwhelming.

• The lack of homework in certain classes makes learning more independent than ever

DO NOT RELY ON AI TO TEACH YOU

• Exams were very different and more challenging than I had expected

• The switch from online to in person [was hard] 



ALWAYS GO TO CLASS!!

Good Evening,

I am a student in your ECON class and have found myself in a bit of a debacle. I currently 

have a 66 and I'm required to get a C. I'm graduating this Thursday, and have my whole 

family coming in who have already spent money on hotel and dinner reservations. 

Therefore I'm freaking out because I'm afraid I'm not going to be able to graduate now. I 

know this is on me, I kind of spread myself thin this semester with 15 hours on top of 

working a job. Especially since my job starts around 4, so I missed every class this 

semester except the test days. I also took this class last semester and got a 65. So you 

can see I improved this semester to a 66. 

So I'm asking if there is anything I can do to make up the points and get my grade up to a C. 

I understand you can't give preferential treatment, I just figured I'd ask in hopes that my 

graduation plans aren't ruined.



Current ECON Student Reflection

The real challenge? Time management. College has a sneaky way of loading 

up your plate, and if you’re not paying attention, stuff can pile up fast. When I 

came over from Texas A&M–Corpus Christi, everything felt new and a bit 

chaotic, new professors, a huge campus, a different vibe. It was a lot. What 

really saved me was just sitting down with a calendar and getting organized. I 

wrote down every deadline, every class, even stuff like club meetings or work 

shifts. That habit made a huge difference. Suddenly, I wasn’t scrambling to 

catch up all the time.



Department of Economics

The Department of Economics at Texas 

A&M University is a highly-ranked 

program with world-class faculty in a 

variety of fields.

The 2024 U.S. News and World Report 

shows the Department as the number 38 

overall and 17 among public universities. 

We are tied with Arizona State University, 

University of Arizona, Georgetown 

University, Rice University, University of 

Indiana, UC-Irvine, University of Southern 

California and University of Pittsburgh.



Economics vs Business as a Major

Foundational Courses

Financial Analysis

Management

Leadership

Strategy

Decision Making

Theoretical Framework

Data Interpretation

Data Prediction

Robust Toolkit

Dives Deeper into the

How and Why

Research & Critical

Thinking

Economics Business

Focus on Application

Broad Overview

Entrepreneurship

Profit Generation

Specific Focus Area

Overlap



Straight from Higher Ups…

• It is my experience that the leadership in the Economics Department at 
Texas A&M has a sincere interest in preparing students for the ever-
evolving job market as it relates to rapidly changing technology, 
especially the development of critical thinking and problem-framing skills, 
not only those engineered.- Stew Bishop, CEO for Customer Marketing 
Group, Inc.

• We hire across all majors. We love econ. We want different mindsets, 
not just finance.- BP Executive

• An Economics degree doesn’t just prepare you for one industry, it 
prepares you to think critically, solve problems, and create opportunities 
in any industry.- Dr. Jonathan Meer, Economics Department Head



What do Economists do?

Analyze how people and organizations make choices 

• individuals deciding what to buy, governments designing policy, and firms setting prices

Use data and models to understand the world 

• applying math, logic, and coding to test hypotheses and predict behavior

Design better systems 

• improving education, fixing health care, reforming taxes, and making markets work more efficiently

Explore big questions 

• what drives inequality, how innovation spreads, and why some countries grow faster than others

Think strategically 

• game theory, behavioral insights, and incentives to anticipate how others will respond and make smarter decisions



Who will hire me?



Current Student Concerns

• I still don’t understand what I want to do…

• How do I apply for jobs?

• I’m scared about finding a job post-grad…

• Life after graduation - what do I do?



Sample of Recent Employers & Positions
Employer Position Employer Position

Amazon ……….....……. Dir. of Operations Morgan Stanley......… Financial Rep.

Bank of America........... Enterprise Credit Analyst PwC………………….. Technology Consultant

Bank of America………

Capital Farm Credit…...

Operations Analyst

Portfolio Analyst

Regions Bank……..…

Sendero…………..…..

Risk Analyst

Associate Consultant

Charles Schwab…..….. Financial Services Rep. Source Blue…………. Supply Chain Coord.

Coherent Economics…. Research Analyst Travelers Insurance… Claim Advisor

Dell……….…………….. Financial Analyst Univ. of Chicago......... Research Professional

Deloitte…….…………... Tax Consultant USAA………….…...… Auditor

Fidelity Investments….. Brokerage Operations Assoc. USI Southwest.…..…. Employee Benefits Anlst.

Frost Bank…………….. Associate Manager WP Wealth…...……… Analyst



Further Studies & Institutions
Institution Area of Study

Baylor University………………………………..……..…… Law

SMU…………………..….................................................. Law

St. Mary’s University (San Antonio)................................. Law

Texas A&M University...….………………………………... Masters: Accounting, Business, Entrepreneurship, Finance, 

Financial Management, Health Administration, International Affairs, 

Law, Real Estate

Texas State University……….…………………...….….… MBA, Masters of Sociology

Tulane……………………..………….………..…………… Law, Masters in Sports Studies

University of Amsterdam…..…….………………...……… Masters of Economics

University of Houston………………………………...……. Law

University of North Carolina…...………………………….. Masters of Accounting

University of Texas…………………………………………. Masters of Data Science



Opportunities

ECON Career Night: September 23

• 20+ Companies

• Spring & Fall Semesters

• Meet with employers looking specifically for ECON students

Pop Up Resume Reviews

• Offered each semester in preparation for Career Fairs

Career Fairs

• College of Arts & Sciences: September 22-23

• Mays Business School: September 23-24

• College of Agriculture & Life Sciences [Agribusiness, Ag Economics, etc]: September 29

Individual Company Visits

• Toyota, Wal Mart, Merit Advisors

Job Databases Just for Aggies

• Hire Aggies

• Jobs for Aggies



Starting Salaries: Spring & Fall 2025

Average: $70,300

*Highest starting salary in the 

College of Arts & Sciences for 

all degree programs except 
Math and Physics

*Starting salary on par or 
better than graduates from 

Mays Business School



Arts & Sciences Career Services

Come in Early & Often
➔ Schedule an appointment with your career 

coordinator

➔ Explore career options

➔ Create your resume

➔ Identify high impact experiences

➔ Search opportunities in HireAggies

➔ Prepare for career fairs

careercenter.tamu.edu

Barclay Osborne, Associate Director

bosborne@tamu.edu

Taylor Louder, Program Manager

tlouder@tamu.edu



Degree Options

BACHELOR OF 

SCIENCE

Requires 

• MATH 151 

Engineering Math I 

MPE Score: 22+ 

• MATH 152 

Engineering Math II

BACHELOR OF 

ARTS

Requires 

• MATH 140   

Business Math

• MATH 142   

Business Calculus

WHAT DOES THIS 

MEAN?

• The Mathematics 

course you enroll in 

today dictates your 

degree type. 

• If you really want BS 

but did not score a 

22+ on the MPE you 

will start with MATH 

150 which is a 

General Elective 

ONLY.



BREAK! 



Academic Advising:
Don’t worry, you got this!



Meeting with Advisors

Navigate

Comment

• Write in detail what you want to discuss

No Show

• Extreme tardiness [5+ minutes] is 

considered no showing

• After 3 no shows Navigate blocks you 

from appointment scheduling for 180 days 

Unable to Attend

• Please cancel your appointment

Zoom Drop-Ins

Thursday Only [Unless Otherwise Noted]

9:00 – 11:00 am & 2:00 – 4:00 pm



Advisors are Here to HELP!

ACADEMIC 

PLANNING

• Help you understand 

your degree 

requirements 

• Review AP and dual 

credit

• *Be sure to talk to us 

before accepting AP 

credit

• Help you develop a 

realistic plan to 

graduation

WEEKLY EMAILS & 

WORKSHOPS

• Sent every Monday 

• Advising Info

• Career Opportunities

• Events & Involvement

• Reminders & Updates 

Workshop Topics

• Career Fair Prep

• Money Management

• Study Tips & Time 

Management

STARTING POINT

• If you feel stuck or need 

help but do not know 

where to start – ask us!

• Provide campus 

resource referrals

• We give you 

information for you to 

further research

• If you need someone to 

talk to because college 

is hard and you miss 

home, we are here!



Mental Health Strategies

• Develop a self-care plan that fits your class and life schedule

• Recognize early signs of burnout and academic stress

• Stay connected with your support system

• Download the TELUS Health Student Support App now

Apple Android



Academic Success Center

Services Offered

• Supplemental Instruction

• Peer-led Group Study Sessions

• 2-3 Sessions per week

• Offered in 1st & 2nd year Courses per request of Instructors

• ASC Tutoring

• Science, Engineering, Business Courses

• Drop-In Tutoring @ Evans – Whitley Suite

• Tutoring by Appointments (1-on-1 OR Small Group Tutoring)

• Success Coaching

• 9 Professional Success Coaches and 11 Peer Coaches

• 1-on-1 Appointments

• Supportive & Judgement-Free Space

• StudyHub.tamu.edu

• Identifies on-campus academic resources in one centralized location.  All services listed do not cost extra and are covered in 

tuition under “Student Fees.” 



Student Responsibilities

Accountability

Accept responsibility for your actions 

and your decisions that impact your 

degree progress and college 

experience

• Deadlines are deadlines

• Always be prepared

• Utilize resources provided

• We advise so you can make well-

informed decisions

Engagement

• Get off your PHONE!

• Interact with peers and faculty

• College goes by faster than you 

think

• Employers care about more than 

just your GPA - get involved! 

• Social skills are invaluable

• Learn to write a proper email



You are a STUDENT First

Email snippets we receive from instructors

• You were supposed to do this BEFORE the deadline, not after. What is the REASON you have three missed in-class 

quizzes? What is the REASON you didn't go back and get an A for the RQ assignments?

• I’m not sure what to make of "had to spend" for an extra curricular activity. That sounds like a choice to me.

• I am having an unusually large number of students unable to figure out when and where finals are given…! I 

REFUSE to just tell them when their final exam is when it is clearly posted in multiple areas. 

• The number of students who are behind is significantly rising lately, and they seem stressed in the class. Well... the 

ones who show up.



You are an Economics Major

You accepted admission to Texas A&M as an Economics Major for 
the Fall 2026 semester and must register accordingly.

We cannot and will not advise you on a different major. 

Meet with Transition Academic Programs later this Fall for information regarding 
change of major.

Transfer applicants were instructed NOT to accept transfer admission to any major 
with the expectation of later applying for an on-campus change of major.



Economics Requirements

Grade of C or higher in all Economics & 

Econometrics courses to be degree applicable

Economics Major GPA area must be 2.0 or higher

Cumulative GPA must be 2.0 or higher

36 hours of 300 - 400 level courses taken at Texas 

A&M

2 years of high school foreign language or 2 

semesters of the same foreign language in college

2 courses with the writing intensive designation [900 

section]

Economics Majors are required to enroll in

at least one Economics [ECON] or Econometrics [ECMT] course each fall and spring 

semester



Creating a Schedule

12 hours is the minimum for full-time status

• We do not recommend more than 16 hours 

• 13 hours is ideal for your first semester at A&M

You may not be able to follow the Catalog’s 4-year plan exactly

• Course credit could already be earned for specific semesters 

• Courses may be full or not be offered this semester

Your options for online courses while completing your Economics degree at Texas A&M will be very LIMITED

Do not register for courses that you believe you have earned AP/IB or transfer credit

Economics is NOT an online degree and cannot be completed online – 

you must plan to be in College Station for the fall semester



Rev’s Reserve: Pocket Pantry & Closet

The Closet has business casual to 

professional clothing. Students may keep 

what they select. Or, we provide dry cleaning 

vouchers for clothing checked out for return 

at a later date.

The Department of Economics 

opened a Pocket Pantry and 

Closet within the Advising Suite 

Fall 2025. These resources are 

open to all students without 

questions asked.

Both initiatives are fully stocked 

by donations from Economics 

faculty, staff, and supporters of 

the Department. 

Pantry Wish List 

We place a mobile pantry outside the 

suite daily. Advisors take students in 

need of more resources to browse our 

larger pantry supply to gather what 

they need. 



Up Next…
Familiarize yourself with the folder and create a potential fall schedule

STUDENTS

• Stay in this room with the advisors until registration begins

• Ensure you have your laptop & entire student folder with you

• Q&A for fall schedule

• 12:00: Registration Starts!

FAMILY & GUESTS

• You may stay until you are dismissed at 11:20

• College briefing for family & guests in Harrington 110 starts at 11:45

• Learn strategies and resources to help you support your students on this new academic journey.

Registration is for STUDENTS ONLY

Meeting Location

You Are Here



Up Next…
Familiarize yourself with the folder contents and create 

a potential fall schedule

STUDENTS

• Stay in this room with the advisors until registration begins

• Ensure you have your laptop & entire student folder with you

• Q&A for fall schedule

• 12:00: Registration Starts!

FAMILY & GUESTS

• You may stay until you are dismissed at 11:20

• College briefing for family & guests in Harrington 110 starts at 

11:45

• Learn strategies and resources to help you support your 

students on this new academic journey.

Registration is for STUDENTS ONLY

Meeting Location

You Are Here



Thanks & Gig ’em!
Contact Us

2395 Research Parkway

Suite 103

econadvising@tamu.edu

Follow Us

@tamuecon

@tamuecon

/tamuecon

@tamuecon
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