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Advising Expectations



Advising Expectations – Advisor Responsibilities
• Encourage and guide students toward Entry to a Major (ETAM) Requirements

• Give advice on course load, electives, and transfer courses from other institutions

• Assist students in understanding the rules, regulations, and procedures of the 
university and the General Engineering Student Policy

• Assist students in gaining decision-making skills

• Maintain confidentiality *Note we are Mandatory Reporters*

• Refer students to specialized campus services and resources

• Send notices to and respond to correspondence from a student’s TAMU e-mail 
address

• Process Q-drops and refer Withdrawals to the Dean’s Office



Advising Expectations – Student Responsibilities
• Contact advisor when first experiencing difficulty (i.e. academics, personal, financial)
• Plan when scheduling an advising appointment

• Read your TAMU e-mail daily

• Be open and willing to consider advice from faculty, academic advisors, and other 
university resources

• Call/email ahead to cancel or reschedule an appointment

• Be respectful of the advisor’s time; silence any electronic devices while waiting to see an 
advisor and during the advising appointment

• Keep up with your academic progress and take notes during the advising meetings, and 
keep a written record of the sessions

• Be prepared with questions and ideas for possible future coursework, internships, study 
abroad, etc.



Advising Expectations – Email Etiquette
E-mail is the primary method of communication utilized by your academic 
advisor; therefore, we ask that you consider the following when sending an e-
mail:

• Only email advisors from your TAMU account
• Always include your first name, last name, and UIN (Create an email 

signature)
• Include a brief reason for your e-mail in the subject
• Please allow 24-48 business hours for a response
• Use appropriate, professional language
• Do not resend the same email to multiple advisors



Who to Contact When…
• I have a hold on my registration

• The department that placed the hold, as listed in Registration Readiness

• I have AP/IB credits in Howdy that I want to accept
• Your assigned academic advisor can walk you through what is appropriate to accept or 

why to wait on some credits

• I am planning courses to take in the future
• Start with the catalog - https://catalog.tamu.edu/undergraduate/engineering/
• And then, discuss your plans with your assigned academic advisor

• I am struggling with my classes
• Course professor, TA, academic support resources, academic tutoring/coaching 

• I need to QDrop/Withdraw from class
• Your engineering advisor can help you with support and steps to take

Not sure who to contact? Email your Academic Advisor 

https://catalog.tamu.edu/undergraduate/engineering/
https://catalog.tamu.edu/undergraduate/engineering/


Advising Office Hours
Fall Office Hours:
August 17 – 28 

8:30 – 11:30 a.m.
In-Person & Virtual Appointments

1:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Drop-ins (In-Person & Virtual)

Schedule advising 
appointments in the
Navigate Student App!

Location: ZACH 481
Email: enadvising@tamu.edu

tx.ag/stayintouch



Strategies for Success
Take ownership of your education

• Expect to study, a lot.

• Get to know your professors.

• Study in groups.

• Use SI, peer teachers, & tutoring.

• Ask for help, early.

tx.ag/engrhelp



Canvas Community Page
General Engineering Academic 

Advising Resources

Students have access to Academic 
Advising :
• Announcements
• Resources
• Events
• Workshops
• Advising Deadlines



Academic Policies

*Each student has the responsibility to be fully acquainted with and to comply with the 
Texas A&M University Student Rules & the College of Engineering Policies

tx.ag/StudentRules



University Requirement - Curriculum Violation
According to Student Rule 1.5.1 of the Texas A&M University Student Rules  
“A student is expected to register for a schedule of courses that follows the program of 
study for a degree in his or her college.”

• Students who are not in compliance with this rule are considered Closet Majors. Meaning 
the courses for which the student is registered for are not in line with the engineering 
curriculum. 

• Student can be held from registration, remove from the inappropriate course(s) and/or 
required to register for a prescribed schedule of courses

• Closet majors will have a registration hold placed on their account preventing registration for 
future semesters until their major is officially changed.

tx.ag/StudentRules



University Requirement – Scholastic Deficiency/Probation

According to student Rule 12.1, of the Texas A&M University Student 
Rules. An undergraduate student is scholastically deficient when:

• A student’s semester grade-point average is less than 2.00; or
• A student’s cumulative grade-point average is less than 2.00; or
• Does not meet college or major course of study grade point 

requirements

tx.ag/StudentRules



University Requirement – Incomplete Grade Report
According to student Rule 10.6, of the Texas A&M University Student Rules:

Temporary grade of I (incomplete) at the end of a semester or summer term 
indicates that the student has completed the course with the exception of a 
major quiz, final examination, or single major assignment.

• This is only granted due to an approved university excused absence (see Rule 
7 of TAMU Student Rules)

tx.ag/StudentRules



University Policy - Q-Drop/Withdrawal
According to Student Rule 1.18 of the Texas A&M University Student Rules:

How To 
• After the official census 

date (13th class day), if a 
student wants to drop a 
course, they will request a 
Q-Drop. 

• Always speak with an 
academic advisor prior.

Q-Drops
Drop one or more courses for 
the semester

• 6 Q-Drops in state, but at 
TAMU you can only use 4 
Q-Drops 

• Submit online Q-Drop form

• Q-Drops do not have a 
grade posted; a “Q” is 
posted on transcript

Withdrawal
All in-progress courses are 
dropped in one semester

• Submit Withdrawal request 
online via Howdy Portal 

• Recommend to speak with 
advisor before submission

• Courses do not have a 
grade posted; “W” on 
transcript

tx.ag/StudentRules



College of Engineering - Prerequisite Policy
Students must earn a grade of C or better in all courses 
identified in each College of Engineering undergraduate degree 
program requirements and any prerequisites for these courses.

• If a student earns a grade of D or F in any course, the student is 
required to repeat the course & will be placed on course 
probation during the 2nd attempt of the course

tx.ag/COEprereq



University Requirement  - Foreign Language

A minimum of one year of a foreign language is required for all 

baccalaureate degree programs at Texas A&M. 

• Completing two units of the same foreign language in high school 

• Completing one year (two semesters) of the same foreign 

language at the college level 

• Completing the appropriate credit by examination process

tx.ag/encatalog



General Engineering & Entry To A Major



General Engineering
• We don’t ask you to choose your major right away

• General engineering curriculum is designed to help you integrate into the college

• Gives you time to explore 22 engineering degree options

• Opportunity to identify engineering disciplines that best fit your career goals

• You apply for Entry-to-a-Major (ETAM) after completing specific courses



ETAM Eligibility Requirements
General Engineering Class of 2030

Completed 
at Texas 

A&M

Must earn a 
“C” or better

 

Two Math
• MATH 151
• MATH 152
• MATH 251 or MATH 253

• MATH 308
• MATH 304 (Linear Algebra) 

or CSCE 222 (Discrete Math)

Two Science • CHEM 107/117 or CHEM 119
• CHEM 120

• PHYS 206
• PHYS 207

Two Engineering • ENGR 102
• ENGR/PHYS 216

tx.ag/ETAM



Academic Schedule



Academic Schedule Based on MPE

*Biomedical Engineering, Chemical Engineering, and Materials Science & Engineering require a two-semester chemistry sequence:

1. Either CHEM 107 & 117 – or – CHEM 119+ 
2. CHEM 120

Course Credit

MATH 150 4

ENGR 102 2

Hullabaloo U 0

Core Curriculum* 3 or 4

Core Curriculum 3

Total 12 - 15

Course Credit
MATH 151 4
ENGR 102 2

CHEM 1XX*/11X* 4

Hullabaloo U 0

Core Curriculum 3

Core Curriculum 3

Total 13-16

Schedule A Schedule B

MPE 0 – 21 MPE 22 – 33

+CHEM 119 registration requires completion of the Chemistry Prep Module (CPM). If not completed already, you will not be able to register



Placement Scores
Math Placement 

Exam (MPE)

• Math Placement Exam 
(MPE)

• Should have been 
taken prior to today

• Limited to 2 total 
attempts

• Alternative options to 
show calculus 
readiness 

Advance Placement 
(AP) / International 
Baccalaureate (IB)

• Send scores report to 
Texas A&M University. 

• College Board Code: 
6003

• Will not be available until 
July 

• AP/IB credit cannot be 
removed from transcript 
after accepted

Advisor Approval

• Only accept courses that 
are pre-requisites for next 
course (Math/Science only)

• To attempt a course at 
Texas A&M and earn a 
grade in class, student 
cannot accept credit by 
examination for the course 

tx.ag/MPExam



Advanced Placement Scores - Calculus
Things to consider before accepting credit

• Courses are designed to build foundation for future courses

• Calculators are not allowed on exams or quizzes

• Expected to apply Python in Math labs

• Classroom sizes are bigger than engineering courses

• Fast-paced lectures and less time in the classroom

• Refer to common exam to help make a decision



AP Scores – Calculus Recommendations
AB Score: 4 

or 
BC Score: 3

Recommendation
Take MATH 151

AB Score: 5 
or 

BC Score: 4

Recommendation
Take MATH 151 or 152*

BC Score: 5

Recommendation
Take MATH 152* or 

MATH 251*

and 
MPE score ≥ 22

and 
MPE score ≥ 22

and 
MPE score ≥ 22



Academic Schedule Template

*Biomedical Engineering, Chemical Engineering, and Materials Science & Engineering require a two-semester chemistry sequence:

1. Either CHEM 107 & 117 – or – CHEM 119+ 
2. CHEM 120

Course Credit

MATH 150 4

ENGR 102 2

Hullabaloo U 0

Core Curriculum* 3 or 4

Core Curriculum 3

Total 12 - 15

Course Credit
MATH 151 4
ENGR 102 2

CHEM 1XX*/11X* 4

Hullabaloo U 0

Core Curriculum 3

Core Curriculum 3

Total 13-16

Schedule A Schedule B

MPE 0 – 21 MPE 22 – 33

+CHEM 119 registration requires completion of the Chemistry Prep Module (CPM). If not completed already, you will not be able to register



Academic Schedule - Science
• Science option is based on the prerequisites and intended ETAM 

Major

Science Course Prerequisites

CHEM 119 • MPE score: 0-33
• Majors: BMEN, CHEN, & MSEN*
• Chemistry Prep Module (CPM)

CHEM 107 & CHEM 117 • MPE score: ≥22 
• Majors: All others

*Biomedical Engineering, Chemical Engineering, and Materials Science & Engineering require a two-semester chemistry 
sequence:

1. Either CHEM 119 – or –CHEM 107 & 117 
2. CHEM 120

+CHEM 119 registration requires completion of the Chemistry Prep Module (CPM). If not completed already, you will not be able to register



Academic Schedule - Engineering
• ENGR 102

• Required for all first-year engineering students

• In this course you will design and develop computer applications for 

engineering

• Learn computation to enhance problem solving abilities

• Basic concepts of software design

• Introduce you to all 22 major options



Hullabaloo U FYE Course Requirement
• Purpose: 

Equips first-year students to achieve academic goals, take advantage of campus resources, 
develop community and a sense of belonging, and contribute to our Aggie community

• Led by a faculty/staff/peer mentor instructor

• Small community; < 25 students

• Meets weekly for 50 minutes

• HU FYE Options
• FYEX 101 – University level FYE with an interdisciplinary community
• CLEN 181 – College level FYE with a General Engineering focus
• SOMS 111 – University level FYE required for Corps of Cadets
• UGST 181 – University level FYE required for specific scholarships



Contact Us
125 Spence St.

979.845.7200

enadvising@tamu.edu

Follow Us
@tamuengineering

@tamuengineering

@tamuengineering

@tamuengineering

Thanks & Gig ’em!


